The Vocabulary of Comics

Comic books have conventions all their own: a voice balloon inserts speech into a
silent medium; a streak suggests velocity; a drop of sweat on the forehead telegraphs
fear or pressure. No one explains the seemingly simple but dauntingly complex
workings of the comics as well as CHF presenter Scott McCloud. See for yourself in
this excerpt from McCloud’s Understanding Comics.
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THE INSCRIPTION 1S IN
FRENCH. 7RANSLAZED, 1T MEANS
TS KRS VO7T A FPIPE”

HERE'S A PAINTING
BY MAGRITTE CALLED “74¢€
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Source: Scott McCloud, Understanding Comics (DC Comics, 1999): 24.
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WELL, ACTUALLY, THAT'S

NTING OF A PIPE, THIS IS
DRAW/NG OF A PAINTING
OF A PIPE.

N'EST-CE PASY

NOPE. WRONG AGAIN.

IT'S A PRINTED COPY OF A

DRAWING OF A PAINTING
OF A PIPE.
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FARS CHECKED, BECAUSE

IF YOU 20, HAVE YOUR
NO ONE SAID A WORD.
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Source: Scott McCloud, Understanding Comics (DC Comics, 1999): 25.
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